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The World of Mammals

Welcome to the World of Mammals, an exhibit where
you’ll find mammals from the four corners of the earth.
The activities in this booklet will help you explore the
World of Mammals.

You’re a mammal--so are all of the animals in this exhibit.
Mammals come in all shapes and sizes, and every kind of
mammal has its own special lifestyle.

But all mammals share a few features that make them
different from other kinds of animals:

O Mammals have hair or fur (although some mammals don’t have very much).

O Mammals are warm-blooded. Their body temperature stays nearly the same
in hot or cold weather.

O Most mammals bear live young that are fairly well developed at birth.
O Female mammals produce milk and nurse their young.

O Mammals have the largest and most advanced brains of all animals.

Look closely at the animals below and CIRCLE the ones that are mammals.
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Which is Which?

Scientists divide mammals into groups, based on ancestors
the mammals share. The World of Mammals exhibit is
divided into groups, too, so you can discover traits that
groups of mammals have in common, along with some of
the things that make them different from one another.

Listed below are six common groups of mammals. On the line below each mammal's picture,
WRITE the name of its aroup. Use the exhibit to help make the right matches.

Which is:

O a MARSUPIAL with a pouch for carrying its young?

O a CARNIVORE that eats mostly meat?

O a MARINE MAMMAL, a mammal that lives most or all of its life in the ocean?
O a HOOFED MAMMAL, a mammal with toes covered by hard hooves?

O a RODENT, a mammal that uses its sharp chisel-shaped teeth to gnaw?

O a PRIMATE, a mammal with forward facing eyes and hands that can grasp?

capuchin
zebra kangaroo monkey

porcupine fox

wmeer ield Museum of Natural History, April 1992 7



Mammal Feet Are Neat!

Mammals need to move around so they can find food,
find a mate, stay dry and warm and avoid predators.

But different mammals move in different ways, depending
on the needs and habits of each species. By looking closely
at a mammal’s feet, you can discover more about that
animal’s way of life.

Look at these drawings and read about the different jobs mammal feet can do. Then
DRAW A LINE connecting each foot to the job it does best. Find the owners of these feet
in the World of Mammals exhibit.

e o

Webbing between the toes
makes this foot good for
swimming.

fox

A hard, firm hoof gives
solid support on soft
ground and is useful for
kicking in defense.

Rough pads and sharp
claws provide traction while
chasing and hunting food.

Large claws are important
for digging tunnels and
burrowing through the soil.

Qo 8
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Predator/Prey

A predator is an animal that hunts and kills other animals
for food. The animal that is hunted is called the prey.

Take a close look at the dioramas in Nature Walk. Then do the following activity by
DRAWING A LINE from the predator to the prey it will eat.

PREDATORS PREY

mouse

grouse eggs

jackrabbit
raccoon

Pick one of the predator/prey scenes in Nature Walk and write a story about
what happened. What will happen next?

O g9
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Watching Deer

In Nature Walk are four dioramas showing
deer in all four seasons. Find these dioramas and discover
more about the lives of deer in the Chicago area.

FIND the baby deer, called a fawn, in the summer scene. On the drawing below,
FILL IN the pattern that is on the fawn's fur.

® >  Why does the fawn have coloring like this?
)\
LOOK at the winter scene.

In the winter, food is often scarce and hard to find. What do you think the deer eat
in winter? There is some food growing on the trees. Other food is below the snow.
How do the deer get to the food under the snow?

What else do you notice about the deer that gives clues about how they survive the winter?

10
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Watching the Buck

The “Four Seasons” dioramas in Nature Walk show how
deer change in appearance throughout the year. The
largest deer in each season is the buck, or mature male
deer. The buck’s antlers change from season to season.

Look closely at these dioramas. Observe the buck, then CIRCLE the answers to these
questions about antlers.

1. In one of the seasons the buck has no antlers. Which season is it?

spring summer fall winter

2. Find the season when the buck’s velvety antlers look like this.
Which season is it?

spring summer fall winter

3. One scene shows the buck rubbing his antlers against a tree. Why do you think
he’s doing this?

What season is it?

spring summer fall winter

4. What do these changes tell you about deer antlers? What are antlers used for?

11
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Marsh Crossword

Find the diorama of the muskrat home in the Naiure Walk exhibit. COMPLETE the crossword
puzzle to learn more about muskrats.

Across

. Muskrats build their homes from plants stuck together with _____ .

. The muskrat on top of the lodge is holding a piece of food with its front .
. Muskrats’ main food is —.

. A habitat of muskrats is the cattaill —________ .

. To keep your feet dry in this marsh, you walk on a
. Muskrats have thick, luxurious fur to repel
. The color of a muskrat’s front teeth is

IO O 00 ND =

Down

1. One of the muskrats is entering the lodge through an underwater
2. There are —______ (how many?) muskrats in this scene.
3. A muskrat home has a large that the muskrats hollow out by chewing.
This is where they stay warm and dry in the winter.
4. The cattail marsh to the right of the muskrat diorama is polluted
by human
5. Perched on a branch by the muskrat lodge is a belted kingfisher, a kind of

12
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Find 2 Mammal That...

Mammals come in all shapes and sizes, and they have all
sorts of interesting features. You may think that some of
these features look a little strange--but each one helps the
mammal survive.

Look through the World of Mammals exhibit for some of the features described below.
Find the mammal that fits each clue and WRITE its name on the line.

Find a mammal that...

1. uses its long middle finger like a toothpick
to stab grubs.

2. is the largest in this exhibit.

3. protects itself with a suit of armor.

4. has horns like this:

T O
('v :‘Q f( C"
3¢

l\ '('

6. is camouflaged by fur
that has spots like this:

7. has a bright blue and red nose and rump.

8. has canine teeth, or tusks, that curve
up and back like this:

O
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Mixed-Up Mammals

In the Carnivore section of the World of Mammals exhibit,
you’ll find several groups of mammals that share a common
ancestor. Even though they’re all related, the different
groups of carnivores sure don’t look much alike! Their
lifestyles are very different, too.

UNSCRAMBLE the names to discover mammals representing several of these groups.
Use the clues to learn some of the differences between groups of carnivores.

1. NYXL This mammal is well known for the way it silently stalks its
prey. It has long canine teeth, or fangs, and claws that pull
back when they’re not in use.

2. PSIRDET KKUSN This mammal’s scent glands are strong weapons! A long
body and thick fur are other characteristics of its family.

3. RYZLZIG ERBA Powerful limbs and a big head with a large muzzle are

characteristic of this mammal. Its teeth are adapted for
eating both meat and plants, as you can see by looking
at the flattened molars.

4. TOTPDES YEANH Although it looks like a dog, this mammal is more closely
related to a cat. It is a scavenger, well known for stealing
food from other predators. Notice its big chest and jaws.

5. REYG FWOL This mammal is built for running. It hunts in a pack by
chasing its prey, using its long legs to cover a lot of ground.
Look for the sharp canine teeth it uses to grab and pull
down its prey.

14
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Visit Asia

The Mammals of Asia exhibit shows animals in their
habitats. Pick your favorite diorama and imagine you're
visiting the place it shows.

OBSERVE the mammals and pretend you're watching them in the wild.

What mammal are you observing?

Where does this animal live?

Describe the weather and climate here. Is it cold, hot, humid, dry, windy, calm,
SNOwy or rainy?

What's the landscape like? Is it rocky, mountainous, hilly, sandy, muddy, shady, sunny?

As you observe this mammal, what sounds do you hear? Do you feel a breeze?
What do you smell?

What does this mammal eat? How does it get its food?

Where does this mammal sleep? Where does it find shelter from hot or cold weather?

How is this mammal adapted to live in its environment? Pick one part of its body and
describe how this body part helps the animal survive in its habitat.

ERIC
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Mammal Jumble

Make a set of jumbled mammals at home or in school

to help you remember some of the mammals at the

Field Museum. You can make your jumbled mammals by
following these directions.

You will need: 1. COLOR the mammals on the next 3 pages.

O 3 sheets of construction 2, GLUE the colored mammal pages to the
paper, all one color construction paper.

O a ruler
oahene! 3. CUT each page in half, so each mammal is on its
O scissors own page measuring 5 x 8 1/2 inches.
8323;1 of the mammals 4. Use the pencil and ruler to DRAW LINES dividing
on the next 3 pages the page into 5 strips, each { inch wide. There are marks

drawn on the edges of each page to help you put the lines
in the correct place.

5. CUT each page into strips along the lines you have just
drawn. There will be one letter in each strip.

6. MIX all the strips from all 6 mammals together. Now, put
the pieces back together and rediscover these mammals!

Q
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Mammal Word Search
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Find these mammals:

kangaroo armadillo anteater wombat
platypus woodchuck pika capybara
porcupine manatee aardvark warthog
elephant zebra chimpanzee macaque

lemur shrew sifaka baboon

lynx - wolverine badger walrus

hyena mongoose jackal panda

Do you know what each of these mammals looks like?
FIND each one in.the exhibit and look at it closely.

O
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Answer Key

The World of Mammals

Animals circled should be

raccoon, man and rabbit.

Which is Which?

Zebra is a hoofed mammal.

Kangaroo is a marsupial.
Capuchin monkey is a
primate.

Whale is a marine
mammal.

Porcupine is a rodent.
Fox is a carnivore.

Mammal Feet are Neat!

Webbing...beaver.

A hard, firm hoof...deer.
Rough pads...fox.

Large claws...badger.

Predator/Prey

Eagle’s prey is jackrabbit.
Shrike’s prey is mouse.
Raccoon’s prey is

grouse eggs.

O

Watching Deer

The fawn has spots that provide camouflage. The spots
help the fawn blend in with its surroundings so predators
are less likely to see it.

In winter, deer eat a variety of mosses and lichens that grow
on trees and on the ground. Deer scrape the ground with
their hooves to get to the food hidden beneath the snow. In
severe winters, deer will eat tree bark and buds.

There are several ways deer increase their chances of
surviving the winter. Their fur grows more thick and shaggy,
providing a better layer of insulation to hold in their body
heat. Snow helps deer stay warm, too. They can sleep in a
thick blanket of insulating snow, which also helps them
maintain their body heat.

Watching the Buck

1. spring

2. summer

3. The buck rubs his antlers against a tree to polish them
for the fall mating season. Antlers grow with a layer of
blood-rich, velvety skin that nourishes the growing bone.
In the fall, this layer of skin dies, and the buck rubs it off.

fall

4. Male deer grow new antlers every year. Antlers begin to
grow in the spring, then fall off in early winter, after the
mating season. Bucks use their antlers to show -
dominance over other males. The most dominant males
have the most opportunity to breed with females.

<1
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Marsh Crossword

3. armadillo or pangolin

4. impala

Answer Key

Find 2 Mammal That

1. aye-aye
2. right whale
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